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Pioneer kids' advocate

KATHRYN BERMINGHAM

SOl
and

I'H Australia’s first Chald
Person's Visitor

! and blames a
lack of funding that prevented
her from performing the role
even 1o a minimum standard
Penny Wright, pictured

said she made a budget sub-

mission outiting a program
that would see her visit

reasonable proportion” of the
600 chulc

idential care facilities in SA

en living at 200 res-

As this was not successful,

there s

for thes scheme, she

no ongomng funding

! said on
lt‘l.('lllil‘.ll.li'

I  have
now con
cluded that

in the ab
sence of any
dedicated
resourcing

for the Child

and Young
Person’s Visitor, and no hikels-

hood of resourcing in the {ore
seeable future, | am
able to meet the oblgations of
this role

Ms Wright will continue in

just not

her roles as Guardian for

Children and Young People
and Training Centre Visitor

The Ch

I Young Per

¢ Nyla
nto the
states -,:::]lll‘nvhn tion system

ommendation o

commission

I'he two-year pilot scheme
which all

conduct inspections and as

owed the Visitor to

an advocate, inmvolved MX

children and young people liv-
ing in care faclities

Ms Wnght has unsuccess-
fully lobbied for further fund-
g on several occasions after
the condusion of the program

in September 2019

She said she formally re
signed from the role on Mon

matter of B |

day a5 a

conscience and transparency”
despite a clear need for such a
posihion

the Sou

community woulkd

In

Australian
take some comfort in Knowing

that there is a statutory pos

tion dedicated to looking out
vulnerable children

f '
for these

40 "N_\:;liu_" Ms

FIOWeVern, a rowe i name

only, without resources, does

{H
tons even to a minimum stan

not enable me to its func-

dar

. M
1 posernmment
the Child a

Young Person’s Visiting Pro

S| Kes

woman sad

quits over no funding

gram was “always intended to

In her role as the
Penny W
nt statutory powers

to visit all residential care fa

be a tnal

alities in the state and there-

fore ¢can ¢ t

ntinue to advocate
for children and young peo-
ple,” the spokeswoman sad
"We remain ¢

mmitted to
continuing to du

work produc-
tively with the guardian, with
our shared aim of improving

outcomes for children and

young people in care
Ihe Office of the Guardian
for Children and Young People

receves about S2m in annual

state government fun



